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The club AGM took place last month and the minutes of same as well as the club accounts for last year is included with this issue. I’m sure we all wish the new committee well in trying to further expand our activities not alone with regard to orienteering but also in related sports like hill running, adventure racing, etc. and to encourage the social side as well with club walks, further training sessions or whatever else may be deemed appropriated. We also need to promote the club to potential new members and to encourage existing members to participate more. There is a lot of work ahead so if you have any ideas or are willing to help out in any way at all, then please contact any one on the new committee.
 

CLUB NEWS
 
First and foremost we would like to welcome Alastair and Diane Yarrow as new members of the club.
On the social and personal front, congratulations to Terry Lawless on his recent marriage to Siobhan. We wish them all the very best for the future. 
Three club members successfully participated in the recent Irish Orienteering Associations’ controllers’ course. This means that we now have four I.O.A. approved controllers. They are Fachtna Healy, David Weston, Mick Mangan and Brian Power (who was already a controller).
 
Following on from a suggestion at the club AGM, the club membership has been split into three different divisions. It is hoped that each group will plan, organise, control and run alternative events. This will hopefully get everyone involved with club activities and create a more social aspect to running events. The groups are listed below and are based on geographical location and spreading the experienced and not so experienced throughout the groups. Please contact Michael Mangan (0404-41708) if your name is left out. 
                        Group A                    Group B                    Group C
            Brian and Karen Power      Dave Weston            Mick Mangan + family
            Sean Hassett                         Paddy Walshe          Terry Lawless
            Dessie + Aaron Shorten     Maura Higgins         Sean McKay + family
            Philip Brennan                    Sean R Murphy       Deidre+PaulFitzgerald
            Flegg family                         Hazel Thompson     Alastair+Diane Yarrow
            Fergus McCann                   Bent family               Nina Phillips
            O’Neill family                      John Alvey                Faith White
                        Group A                    Group B                    Group C
            Tony Smith                          Tony Doolin             Fachtna Healy
            John Murray                         Gerry Lalor               Jim Mulrooney
            Lorcan O hAimhain            Eugene O’Sullivan  Anne McKay + family
            Michael Gillen                     Carolyn Murphy     Rudie Dorrepaal 
            Mervyn Eaton                      Senan Allen              Jocelyn Cathalin
            Eoin Keith                             Paul Mahon              Ronan Quinn
            Bobby Buckley                    Ger O’Riodan           Liam Quinn + family
            Richard Flynn                      Sven Kulldorf
 
(The names are in no particular order within the group. However, the firstnamed people are all our qualified Controllers and it may be appropriate for them to co-ordinate the group. Any comments on this arrangement to Mick Mangan.)
 
The local event in Killakee on 7th April was postponed due to a clash with the Connaught Championships. A new date has yet to be decided. The fifth Setanta Wicklow Rogaine will take place the weekend of 22nd/23rd of June.  For the first time the event will be run on a different map, the new Harvey’s map of the Wicklow National Park. This will bring us into new terrain and the detail on the map should make for challenging navigation over the nighttime section. Contact Nina Phillips 087 2873150 if you want more information.
The Club Championships will again be held on the Saturday of the August Bank Holiday weekend (date: 3/8/2002). The event will again be at Castletymon with people meeting at McDaniels Public House at the north end of Brittas Bay, Grid reference T315 854, at 2:00pm. An arbitrary handicap system of some sort will no doubt be dreamt up, so everyone will have a chance to become the Club Champion. We could possibly organise it as a handicapped relay – any thoughts? It is hoped to tie the event in with a social event in the locality, as has been the case for the last two years (courtesy of the Mangans and Shortens!). More information nearer the date. But remember to keep the date free - this should yet again be one of the great social nights of the year.
The club website is currently being updated by webmaster Fachtna Healy. Take and look and you will see – check out the photos page. (Any club photos for inclusion, contact Fachtna). We need to ask ourselves who the web site is for (is it for an internal or an external audience) and what message are we trying to say? All comments and suggestions are gratefully received. Email same to the website or contact Fachtna 086 8131450 directly. Offers of help wouldn’t be refused either. Also, the I.O.A. website has new directs so you can now also find us at www.orienteering.ie/setanta 
 
Thank you to all whom helped out at the Leinster League event and the night orienteering championships at Mullaghmeen early last month. Special mention goes to Terry Lawless (planner), Michael Mangan (controller) and Brian Power (organiser).  
A small training event was run at Mullaghmeen as well. These seem to be popular with those who participate and we hope to continue running technical training exercises. The next training get-together will be meeting at the Coach House Inn in Roundwood on Saturday 15th June at 11.00am. Further details from Nina Phillips. 
A couple of club members are unfortunately on the long-term injury list. A while ago Liam Quinn got one of the nastiest sports injuries in a long time (for the squeamish, I won’t elaborate too much. Suffice to say he’ll be laid up a good while). Joining him on the injury list is Geraldine O’Riordan who broke her leg at Barnaslingan, and John Alvey who damaged ligaments at the Pine Forest event. We wish them all a speedy recovery and for the rest of you - be careful out there!
The committee is currently contacting all club members to see if they want a relay run. There are three different relay events coming up and we hope that Setanta will be well represented at all. The events are the British Relay Championships in Newtownstewart Co. Tyrone on 6th May, the Irish Relay Championships at the Phoenix Park in Dublin on 12th May and the Wicklow way Relay on 8th June (not orienteering but trail/hill running). The club always pays for orienteering relay entries so no excuses. 
 
Club subscriptions are now overdue and if you don’t cough up then this could be your last issue. Fee plus membership form to club secretary Michael Mangan. A separate reminder is going out to those involved.
 
 
 R E S U L T S
 
Night-O Championships – Mullaghmeen 2/3/2002
 
Our own event at Mullaghmeen only produced one run of any real note with Dave Weston fourth on the long course (and first without a ‘mega beam’ head torch). Mullaghmeen is certainly a superb area for night orienteering and the event was very well planned and organised, even if we do say so ourselves.
 
Connaught Championships – Knockbarron 7/4/2002
 
A small map but great fun. The intricate contour detail awaits anyone who takes his or her eye off the ball and the short course style planning along with the beautiful weather made the trip more than worthwhile. First places for Maura Higgins (W60), Faith White (W65) and Frances O’Neill (W50S). Dave Weston (M35L) and Tony Doolin (M21S) both came second in their classes with Philip Brennan third in M35L and Tony Smith fourth in M50.
 

Leinster League Update
 
With 12 of the 16 events completed, the Leinster League positions are taking shape. On the yellow course Laura McKay is fourth, Ben Mangan sixth, Sean McKay eighth and Ruth and Alice Gillen thirteenth. Unfortunately none of them are in line to pick up a prize as you must complete a minimum of nine events. On the light green course Brian Power is sixth but is predicted to come first if he does the required amount of events. Also on light green, Sean Hassett is tenth (predicted to come fourth) and Maura Higgins is thirteenth and seventh female. On the blue course Michael Mangan is first and is predicted to win. On the Brown course Philip Brennan and Dave Weston are joint third and Eoin Keith is seventh on the black but all three will have to up the performances to remain there.
 
 
Other Related Topics
 

 

·         The Shamrock O-Ringen has consistently been the best orienteering event in Ireland and makes a welcome return this year albeit in a scaled down format. No entry forms have been received, however it can be downloaded on the CorkO web site at http://homepage.eircom.net/~orienteering/other/sor-02.html.

 

·         The National Mountainbike Orienteering Championships due to take place on 13th April on a new map of the Nagles in Co. Cork has been cancelled for reasons unknown. It would be great if this event can be rescheduled so this form of orienteering can get the impetus it needs.

 

·         The first ever Trail-O event will take place in Ireland at the British Championship weekend and consequently is now being designated as the inaugural Irish Trail-O Championships. Could be worth a try as it is open to able-bodied as well as Disabled competitors. Ailbhe Creedon of CorkO is hoping to hold some events in the south and be assured that if and when they occur we will inform one and all.

 

·         A new orienteering publication for Europe called O-SPORT Magazine is starting up. Having viewed part of the first issue on the web it certainly looks very professional and informative. Judge for yourself at www.orient-sport.com. Details of how to subscribe are in TIO.

 

·        In case you didn’t know, this year is designated by the UN as the year of the mountains (among other things). With the huge increase in the number of people taking to the outdoors, the hills and trails are showing the signs of strain with litter, erosion and even some vandalism. There are many organisations were volunteers give of their time and labour and make a real contribution to maintaining the trail network and the environment. If you want to help or want more information contact Wicklow Uplands Council 0404-43958, MCI 4504136 or e-mail Murphy_w@coillte.ie, wuc@eircom.net, mci@eircom.net or visit www.geocities.com/trailvolunteers or www.wuc.ie.

            

·         There is now an archive section on the Irish Mountain Runners website with a list out nearly all of the events run by IMRA since its creation. A brief scan shows that the current crop of hill runners in the club are just the latest in a long line, with club members always prominent from the very first race onwards. Joe Lalor compiled the archive with help from Caitlin Bent and Richard Flynn amongst others. The Wednesday night summer hill running season starts of at Killiney and will run all the way through to the end of July with the distances and climbs getting progressively harder. A trial running series will then take place through to the end of August. If you manage to run all of these, then you will certainly be fit. A full list of fixtures can be got at www.iol.ie/~imra.

