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At the start of a new calendar year and with the club AGM coming up soon, it seems like a good time to take stock. As a small club we manage to put on six or seven quality events every year including Leinster League events, a Rogaine and a Championship event every four years or so.  We always seem to manage to win the odd Championship title and feature regularly in league tables in orienteering and other related sports. We also have a club walk and have just had a club training day. No small achievement! However we need new blood and new ideas to keep us moving forward. We would love to see volunteers to come forward to try to plan or organise an event (have no fear of this, its not that hard and advice is always at hand). What to you want from the club? What would you like us to do (or not do)? We need feedback from each and every one of you so we can all get even more from our club and enjoy our sport more.
This is your club, raise your voice and make yourself heard.
 

 

CLUB NEWS
 
We would like to welcome Carolyn Murphy and Senan Allen and their family as new members of the club. Carolyn and Senan live in Foxrock and have two sons (twins!) Hugh and Geoffrey aged six. Look forward to seeing you all at upcoming events.  
A word of thanks to Michael Mangan (planner), Philip Brennan (organiser) and Dave Weston (controller) who put on the Leinster League event in Djouce last November. Michael, ably assisted by Sean Hassett, also put on the night event at Killakee just before last Christmas. Thanks also to those who helped out on the day for both events. 
Club subscriptions are now due and now you have the novelty of paying in euros. Fees are at the same low levels so no excuses. Our hard working club secretary Michael Mangan is dying to hear from you.
 
John McCullough, the editor of the TIO sent an email to the excellent IOA egroups wondering if there is any need for a written publication. Your humble editor here also wonders the same about this newsletter. The Christmas drinks were organised on the Setanta egroup and likewise the recent club-training event. This trend is likely to continue, as once you have email, you tend to use it. If you are on-line then I urge you to subscribe to the club egroup by sending an email to setanta-subscribe@egroups.com. Access is restricted to club members only so you will get no spam.
  
We still have a number of club orienteering suits left at the subsidised price of €32. Contact Frances O’Neill (01-4943154) if you want one.
 
A club training day took place in Djouce Woods on Saturday 19/1/2002. The exercises seemed to be well received and it is hoped that other training events will be regularly held with the next training event on Saturday 2nd March in Mullaghmeen forest in Westmeath (the day before our Leinster League event there). The idea is to put on different exercises with people learning/brushing up on their orienteering techniques. The exercises will cater for all standards of ability and fitness. Contact Dave Weston (01-2960854) for more details. 
 
Some very sad news has come through about ex club member Dave McTague who was with Setanta for a short while before he moved to Athlone. Dave had been fighting cancer for a couple of years and sadly he passed away earlier this month. Our thoughts are with his family and many friends and in particular his young daughter and his wife Paula.
 
On the fixtures front the rescheduled Connaught Championships at Knockbarron now clash with our local event in Killakee on 7th April so we will more than likely have to reschedule. Our next event is a Leinster League event at Mullaghmeen on 3rd March. It looks like we may also hold the Irish Night Championships in Mullaghmeen the day before. Along with the training event we might get a very good weekend out of it. The Rogaine will take place again this year so mark your dairies down for the weekend of 6th/7th of July. As always this is an event not to be missed.
At the IOA AGM in November, Faith White was awarded the Silva Trophy. This trophy is awarded annually to the person who has contributed in a most deserving manner to the development of orienteering in the country. Faith, who is a former International Officer for the IOA, was previously awarded the Mactire Trophy in 1984. The Mactire Trophy being presented to the person who has made an outstanding contribution to orienteering during the previous year in areas like achievement in competition; mapping, planning, controlling or organising an event; administration; or other activities which the IOA may consider meritable. Congratulations Faith for this long overdue recognition. Previous club recipients are Colin Dunlop who was awarded the Silva Trophy in 1997 and Catherine Murtagh who was the first recipient of the Mactire Trophy in 1981.

 

 The club AGM will take place at The Step Inn, Stepaside on Sunday 17th February at 3.30pm. (The same day as the event at Pine Forest). All club members are asked to attend if at all possible. Remember my rant at the top – we all need to be there and counted.
 
Finally, a look at some recent results of note by club members.  The truncated Leinster League for last season saw Eoin Keith take first place on the Black course and Dave Weston also came first, this time on Brown. On the Blue course Paul Mahon came second and Fachtna Healy just missed out on a prize by one point in finishing fourth. Ben Mangan came a very good third on the Yellow course.  At the Munster and Connaught Championships at Clonmore and Bawnreagh respectively saw only a few club members travel and results indicated this. At the Munster’s’, Faith White come first in W60, Philip Brennan came third in M35 and Dave Weston 4th, and Sean Hassett (M21S) and Fran O’Neill  (W50) both came sixth.  Our only winner at the Connaughts’ was Maura Higgins also in W60 with Dave Weston second in M35 and Frances O’Neill sixth again in W50. We’ve got to do better at the Championships folks!
 

 

 

 

Various other items
 

 

·        At the IOA AGM Dave Weston was elected (in abstentia) to the IOA committee as Mapping Registrar. The Leinster AGM in December last, no Setanta member went forward for the LOC committee. Each club in Leinster is entitled to have at least one member on the LOC, so volunteers would be welcome. It would certainly be nice to have a voice at provincial level so our interests can be heard and we can be kept abreast of any developments. I wait in hope.

 

·        An IOA are holding an Event Controllers Course. It is an entry level course suitable for people who have been orienteering for a couple of years and who want to learn about event management, course planning and controlling. The course will be based at the Glendalough International Youth Hostel and commence on Friday 22 February at 20:00, running all day Saturday 23, and concluding on Sunday 24 at 15:00.  Successful completion of the two-day course will entitle an individual to become an IOA certified controller once the person has planned, organised and controlled an event.  The course will also be suitable as a refresher course for existing controllers who want to brush-up on their skills. Well known British orienteering author and coach Carol McNeill has agreed to deliver the course.  Ideally course participants will have been orienteering regularly for at least one year.   Successful completion of the course entitles a person to be certified by the IOA as an Event Controller, provided he/she has organised, planned and controlled at least one event on the IOA fixture list.  Previous experience of event organisation and planning will count towards the award.   The course is also suitable as a refresher for existing event controllers, planners and organisers. The club, in order to try and encourage you all to go will cover the cost of the course for Setanta members. Contact club secretary Michael Mangan (0404-41708 or use the address on the membership renewal form) to book your place or, if you wish, contact IOA Controller of Technical Standards, Aonghus O'Cleirigh at 60 Blackheath Park, Clontarf, Dublin 3 directly before 31-Jan-2002. The organiser has asked for a brief indication of your orienteering experience. 

 

·        The Hillrunning calendar has been virtually been finalised for this year and can be viewed on the IMRA website. The winter league is ongoing and the usual number of summer league and championship events is planned. There is also a series of trial races proposed as well. Another one to look forward to is the Wicklow Way Relay mentioned in the last issue. Can potential runners please make themselves known to Philip Brennan (01-4941005) so we can judge interest.

 

·        The following is a note from Pierce O’Callaghan. “Hi, I am currently in the process of compiling a book of records on all the major sports in Ireland and would appreciate you help in my compilation of the orienteering section. My plan is to have a small piece on the history of the sport in Ireland: When/how the Sport came to Ireland. When the NGB was founded and main rules when the first National Championships were held. Lists of all the Previous National Champions both M, W. Lists of National Records. Lists of all Irish representatives who have competed at major Championship level (World, European, Olympic Games together with the travelling officials). List of all Presidents of the Association. Profile of former Greats. Winners of the disciplines at Irish Schools Senior level etc. So what I am looking for is either a Record book for the sport in Ireland or contact details of the sports record keeper/ elder statesmen / statistician. It is my hope to paint as good as possible, the positive side of what the NGB has done to develop the sport in the Country as well as to salute all its former Champions. I hope you will be in a position to help me in my quest. All contributors will be gratefully acknowledged in the book. Thanking you in advance.” Pierce can be contacted at pierceoc@yahoo.com.
